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The biodiversity of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems is being reduced at rates never before detected
in the geological history of the planet. The threats have diverse backgrounds, including the
destruction of habitats, pollution and introduction of species. The last one, is considered one of the
most important factors influencing extinctions, al i discussed to occur

simultaneously to other causes. In Brazil, studies sho i macrophytes with
high invasive potential have grown in reservoirs and in ' For example,
the African Poaceae Urochloa arrecta (Hack. Ex T. Dur & Zuloaga is

recorded in high frequency and abundance in aquatic enwron
cause in the structure of natlve populatlons and comm
h and sexual

chapters. In the first, we tested the differeqnee wth from propagules
derived in different parent plants sizes, positi@ii i . i

plant and, in some cases, even more impQrta i propagules, as determining the
ond study we evaluated experlmentally

. creasing biomass of the invasive species,
ives and U. arrecta depends on the exotic density.
egies related to competition for nutrients or light
chapter, we tested experimentally the effect of the
production of two native species of aquatic macrophyte
ontana (Kunth) Roem. & Schult). The results of this study

when

reproductive efforg derate densities of U. arrecta, both native species increased the
biomass’ relative a tion to reproduction and shortened the time required for issuing a first
flower.

Keywords: Competition, cost of reproduction, aquatic macrophytes, Urochloa arrecta, biomass

allocation.
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